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Investing with Moral Clarity

The Vatican's New Direction for Catholic Impact Fi-
nance

Catholic institutions worldwide are embracing a renewed invita-
tion from the Vatican - to ensure every invested euro, dollar, or
shilling strengthens human dignity, protects creation and aligns
with Gospel values. They have responded by pledging $1.75 tril-
lion in assets aligned with these Catholic Social Teaching val-
ues—a landmark from the second Mensuram Bonam conference.

New toocls have been developed to support this transition

1) The Mensuram Bonam Index, created with Bloomberg Index
Services, widens benchmarks for Cathelic-aligned investing

2) A proxy-voting consortium will help institutions vote ethically

3) A standardised faith-consistent reporting model that simpli-
fies monitoring.

These tools complement the ethical principles of the Vatican
Bank (IOR), which emphasise life, dignity, and environmental pro-
tection within investment choices. The message is clear: invest-

ing is a moral act and investments are not neutral—they either
heal or harm the world we share. These tools make ethical and

impact-led investment accessible to all. Congregations of every
size can now participate in impact-aligned stewardship with
greater clarity and confidence.

What is Mensuram Bonam?

Mensuram Bonam ("Good Measure") is a Vatican document
providing faith-consistent ethical investment principles for
Catholic institutions, pricritising human dignity, secial justice

and environmental stewardship alongside financial perfor-
mance. Secular ESG principles tend to focus on risk manage-
ment and contemporary values, whereas Mensuram Bonam is
rooted in immutable, faith-based moral theology. Read more
here
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INTEGRAL ECOLOGY
IN THE LIFE
OF THE FAMILY

Integral Ecology — How do we apply it in our lives?

When Pope Francis stated in
Laudato Si' that everything was
closely related - the cry of the
earth and the cry of the poor-
he meant that the response to
the ecological crisis must con-
sider “every aspect of the glob-
al crisis”. In saying this, Pope
Francis was framing Integral
Ecology. Integral Ecology treats
climate, biodiversity, poverty,
economics, culture, politics,
technology, spirituality and eve-
ryday habits as connected parts
of one shared reality.

The Vatican has now released a
new document “Integral Ecolo-
gy within the Family” as practi-
cal guidelines to families,
Church groups and individuals
to help them address the cur-
rent environmental challenges
and to promote the integral de-
velopment of every person. It is
both a concrete response to
Laudato Si' and an affirmation
of Pope Leo's determination to
build on the legacy of Pope
Francis. You can read more
here

Laudato Si’ Action Platform—Shaping the Next Five Years Together

Alonso Llanes, Laudato Si’' Movement

Looking ahead to the
Laudato Si' Action Plat-
form's Fifth Anniversary,
we held meetings in
Rome bringing together
partners, funders, uni-
versities, Church organi-
sations and ecological
movements to begin co-
creating a vision for
what the LSAP

should become over the next five years. The goal was simple: to listen, reflect
together, and chart a path forward. It was a rich and honest conversation —
about how to reach more communities, make participation simpler and more
meaningful, and ensure the Platform truly serves those most affected by the
ecological crisis. Some of you may already be part of LSAP, others may not yet
have connected with it — and that is exactly why this moment matters. In the
weeks and months ahead, the broader LSAP community will have the oppor-
tunity to contribute to this vision, and we hope to share more with you as that
process unfolds. The best strategy is one built with the voices of those living
Laudato Si' every day. Stay tuned.




Transitioning Away From Fossil Fuels

Over 50 countries and 64 faith organisations met in Santa Marta,
Colombia at the end of April for the first Conference on Transi-
tioning Away from Fossil Fuels.

Their collective support addresses a shift that has remained
largely stalled within UN climate conferences for thirty years. In-
stead of setting new goals, the conference strategised on exe-
cuting current Paris Agreement plans. The focus was on shifting
energy supply and demand, fostering global co-operation and
moving away from fossil fuel dependence.

“This transition requires broad economic transformation to over-
come structural dependencies, overcome debt constraints, ex-
pand reliable energy access, and support diversified, resilient
economies, all with coordination with workers and other affected
communities. Above all, however, it is clear that decarbonising
our economic, trade and energy systems is the best path towards
equitable, stable and resilient societies," the host country wrote.

“It is a space that is shifting the conversation from the if to the
how," said Madeleine Alisa Worner, an adviser on international
climate and energy policy for Misereor, the German bishops' de-
velopment organization. More here.

One millions lives
uplifted!!!

The Vita Green Impact Fund
is delighted to announce
that the programme has up-
lifted the lives of one million
people in Ethiopia and Eri-
trea through access to clean
water, cleaner cookstoves
and forestry. More

The World Resources Insti-
tute announced a decline in
the loss of Tropical Rain For-
est last year. More here

Islamic Relief updated its or-
ganisational stance by re-
leasing a new

cementing a faith-led,
localised approach to adap-
tation and ecological stew-
ardship.

Total Impact Capital have
shared that they have been
recognised as one of the
a

collective of funds, banks,
and initiatives reshaping fi-
nance to deliver impact that
goes beyond financial re-
tums, Congratulations, TIC!

The Francesco Collaborative
have announced the dates of
their in Decem-
ber in North Carolina, USA.
Don't miss thisl




Global Anti Green-
washing Policy
Changes

Did you know that since
December 2025 any fund
in the USA with an ESG-
themed name must allo-
cate a minimum of 80% of
its total assets directly to
investments matching that
specific focus? More here

New Regulations in the EU
(Sept 2026) will dramati-
cally empower consumers
by replacing corporate
marketing clutter with ab-
solute transparency and
outlawing vague, sweeping
buzzwords like "eco-
friendly" or "green." More
here

In South Africa, broad, un-
vouched sustainability
marketing by retail funds
or banks is now treated as
a direct regulatory breach.

More here
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COP 32—First COP in Africa

COP 32 set to take place in Ethiopia’s capital city of Addis Ab-
aba in November 2027. The summit will focus intensely on
magnifying African climate diplomacy, securing green financing
adaptation funds for developing nations, and addressing the
severe droughts plaguing the Homn of Africa.

Meanwhile, COP 31 takes place in Antalya, Turkiye this coming
November with a huge focus on waste reduction.

:
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CHARISM CAPITAL: FAITH-DRIVEN FINANCE
FOR A FRACTURED WORLD

Charism Capital is a pooled fund launched by Catholic Sis-
ters in the US, built on a simple but radical premise: capi-
tal should serve mission, not the other way around.

The fund is emergent and will launch in July with the man-
date to invest in funds globally that are serving vulnerable
communities and our common home. We evaluate the
commitment of these funds to embodying the principles
of Catholic Social Teaching, paying attention to the ways
power and risk is distributed. We can restructure finance
in ways that redistribute risk and benefit more equitably,
supporting a more life-giving economy.

Designed by the congregations themselves, Charism Capi-
tal deliberately lowers the barriers to impact-first invest-
ing — pooling resources so that communities of varying
means can participate in the kind of aligned, values-
driven finance. The fund is stewarded by Charism Inc., a
nonprofit providing accompaniment and learning spaces
for church innovators navigating the urgent question of
mission sustainability. Charism offers relational accompa-
niment, walking alongside these communities and practi-
tioners, fostering discernment and collective wisdom.
Reach out to learn more: elizabeth@charismcapital.org




